
 

 

 

 

 

 

EMPEL® Washing Policy: Ensuring Accurate DWR Performance Testing 

EMPEL® is engineered to deliver industry-leading durable water repellency, without PFAS and 
without water in the application process. To ensure testing accurately reflects real-world use and 
preserves the integrity of our chemistry, EMPEL® should be tested under a defined washing 
protocol. 

EMPEL® Standard Washing Protocol (modified AATCC LP1 2025 normal process): 

Detergent type: Liquid detergent only (never powdered). GTT recommends the use of AATCC 
Liquid Detergent (without brightener) or Tide Original Liquid (also without brightener), or the 
equivalent. 

» Detergent quantity: 20 ± 1 mL per wash 
» Recommended wash temp: 27C / 40C 

» Detergent quantity depends on water hardness. Adjust as needed for your local water quality.” 

» Rinse cycles: Minimum one extra rinse cycle (without detergent) required per 5 washes to ensure 
residual detergent is removed. 
» Washing method: Standard home laundering, not industrial or accelerated washing 
Dry Cycle: Tumble dry delicate only (never hang dry). The tumble dry process helps to reactivate 
the DWR. 

Powdered detergent quickly builds up in fabric (especially in a typical test situation where the 
fabric is already clean), reducing DWR performance. Brighteners will also build up in fabric over 
multiple washes and compromise performance. The washing machine should be free of residual 
detergent build-up. 

Summary for Brand Partners and Labs 

To maintain consistency and accuracy: 

» EMPEL®’s wash durability claims are based on the above protocol. 
» Brands and labs should specify this method in all internal and third-party testing. 
» EMPEL® will support labs with complete testing protocols on request.  


